December Newsletter 2020
Welcome to our second Trust newsletter of the academic year 2020-2021. It has been quite a half term to reflect upon.
I would like to congratulate all of our amazing children and families for their understanding and very positive contributions to
school life despite the necessary COVID-19 restrictions this term. I wish to acknowledge our superb staff working across
Soke Education Trust who have demonstrated their great commitment to our school communities - working tirelessly to find
new and novel ways to provide the very best opportunities for our children. It has been a fantastic team effort and I thank
you all. Our Teachers have joined together via Zoom sharing ideas and good practice and most recently English Leaders
across the Trust have recorded CPD – Continuing Professional Development videos to support English development. The
Trust Teacher Training (virtual via Zoom) Day - 4th January 2021 is focused on Writing development and we are delighted to
have Greenfields Education to support the Trust with their great expertise.
Whilst there is very good news regarding the National Vaccine Programme we must all prepare ourselves for a return to school and the Spring term with our
COVID-19 Risk Assessments remaining in place. It is the case that the we will be required to continue to follow the DFE guidance for the medium term at least
and until we are guided otherwise. Your on-going support and understanding is very much appreciated as we all work hard to ensure our school environments
remain happy places to thrive, learn and play but most importantly are COVID-19 safe. I would like to extend very warm and seasonal greetings to everyone, I
hope you will all enjoy some time to rest, re-charge and celebrate family time together this Christmas break – Happy Christmas everyone. Here’s to a
successful and healthy new year for all.
Ben Wilding - CEO

With the start of the new term well and truly behind us and a New Year looming it seems the perfect opportunity to reiterate thanks
from all of the Directors to our staff and Local Governors, pupils and their families. It has been a very different year with new
pressures and issues however, as a team we have enabled all the schools to remain open and provide our children with the
continuity, care and education they deserve. Stay safe and well everyone and enjoy the festive season.
Chair of Soke Education Trust – Claire Spooner

Thank You!
We would like to acknowledge the amazing support and invaluable contribution which Rachel Woodford – a founding Trustee and outgoing Vice Chair of the
Trust has provided over the last three years. Rachel Woodford has now stepped down as Trustee, on behalf of the Trust we say – THANK YOU and very best
wishes!

Trustee Spotlight – Julie Daniels
Hello everyone, for those of you who I haven’t met my name is Julie Daniels. I am married with a son, Max, age 15 who has just finished his
GCSE mock exams. I work full time within the financial services sector at comparethemarket.com.
A little bit about me….I love the outdoors and enjoy long walks, cycling, skiing and travelling. I am someone who has a naturally curious mind
so the opportunity to personally learn and grow as well as share my own experience with the Trust is very exciting. I am also a very sociable
person and under normal circumstances would spend a lot of time catching up with friends and family.
My ‘day job’ is Associate Director for the comparethemarket Customer Rewards Programme (Meerkat Movies, Meals & Toys) and its Customer
Contact Centre. I have a breadth of experience spanning customer facing operations, programme & relationship management, product &
proposition development, commercial negotiations & marketing.
I started my journey with the Trust back in Dec 2019 and have spent the last 11 months as an Associate Director. During this time, it has
allowed me to gain great insight and understanding of the Trusts role as well the expectations of a Trust Director. I am now very excited to have
now officially joined as a Director and look forward to working more closely with you all.

Julie Daniels – Trustee

Werrington Primary School
We have been busy planning for when the weather is better and the children can enjoy being outside for
longer. The school’s PTA and parents contributed plastic bottles for our bottle greenhouse project. Mrs
Revell and the children have been working hard to
complete the greenhouse and are now looking forward
to growing plants in the spring.
The PTA are also continuing to fund raise for a new
swimming pool for Werrington Primary. Having a
swimming pool on the school site has been an integral
part of school life for a long time and many children,
and adults, will have fond memories of learning to swim
at school. The children and staff are very excited about
being able to go swimming in the summer.

To develop the children’s understanding of the Hindu religion, we had a day focusing on Hinduism and Diwali. It was an amazing day in school, one of
our parents very kindly joined us for our whole school zoom assembly enabling the children to hear first-hand about the festival of Diwali.
During the day children took part in numerous activities from creating rangoli patterns to learning
about Hindu worship and of course the important story of Rama and Sita. Year 6 children also
compared how both the Hindu and Sikh cultures celebrate Diwali differently. The coconut barfi
proved to be a big hit with the majority of the children. We are now looking forward to our Christianity
and Islam Days later in the school year.

Soke Ambassadors comments
We were all really pleased to come back to school as we missed seeing our friends. School is different this year but we like some of the changes. We
really like how dinners are done, we don’t have to walk to the hall and it’s great to pre-order as you know you’ll get what you want. The playground is not
as crowded so we can play more games. We even like the day being longer as there is more time for fun. We’re looking forward to after school clubs
starting again in January, trips out and hopefully residentials, school plays and assemblies where we can other teachers and children. Elliot and Holly.
Mrs Simmons – Headteacher.

Gunthorpe Primary School
Take One Picture – The National Gallery – London

Our current Year 3 pupils won a competition last year to have their Artwork displayed in
London.
We were due to take the children to see this but due to COViD the event was postponed.
The gallery is now producing a virtual tour where our pupils will be able to see their work
displayed
for the pubic. This will be shared with our community.

Celebrations - Gunthorpe’s Got Talent was a huge ‘virtual’ success ending Autumn Term 1.

Ms Rhodes – Headteacher

Wittering Primary School
We have had a very busy half term here at Wittering. We started our half term off with an online Harvest Festival. All of the children took part in Harvest poetry
readings and brought in a donation, which was then collected by Peterborough Foodbank. On Armistice day Year 6 represented school in a short
remembrance assembly at the village war memorial. The rest of school held a special assembly including the traditional minute’s silence.
For this half term, we have been having special guests join our Thursday assembly to talk about how they arrived in their chosen career. It has been
fascinating to hear their stories and ask them questions. We have spoken to a West End actor, a channel swimmer, a drummer who has played with bands
across the world, a dancer who has worked all over the world including dancing with Pixie Lott & playing the Dance Teacher from Matilda in London, the
Director for Education for Peterborough and Cambs and RAF Wittering’s Group Captain. They all talked about resilience and chasing that dream but also how
important it is to have the right help and support to do this.
One of our favourite moments of this half term was a visit from the Pantomime. Each bubble had their own performance of The Wizard of Oz and it was
brilliant to hear the laughter and enjoyment resonate throughout school. Our Christmas production is being filmed this year and will be available for families to
view before the end of term. We remain extremely proud of our school community and everything it has achieved over this term and will continue to
do so.

Mr Thrower – Headteacher

John Clare Primary School
I recently asked our Trust School Ambassadors, Bella and Phoebe, to review what this term had been like. I was impressed by their honest and reflective
response, which I would like to share with you:
Coming back to school in September was a shock to everyone!
Being on Google Classroom during lockdown was hard because it wasn’t like our real lessons. Now, the teachers have made it so
that if we find ourselves at home, we can carry on with the same learning that everyone is doing in class. We also have our
homework on Google Classroom so that we can practise using it. The teachers have made sure that we have been educated really
well during these past few months.
All the teachers have made it safe to come back to school: we wash our hands and hand sanitise between going in and outside of
the classroom and stay within our bubble groups.
Coming back to school has been relieving because we get to see all our friends and teachers. We love being back in school and
doing lessons altogether again. All the opportunities that there normally are have been made possible, but we have made them
Covid-safe and the teachers have made sure that we have not lost any education. Our headteacher, Mrs Nicolson, has made sure
that we are enjoying school! Bella and Phoebe.
Here is a snapshot of our learning this half-term:
Buttercross Class (reception/year 1) have been focusing on 'Kindness': what kindness means and why it's important to be kind to
each other. When decorating our class Christmas tree, each child placed their own bauble on the tree and shared their act of
kindness with the class.
Our children in Woodgate Class (year 1 and 2) have been learning all about hibernation and the changes
that take place between Autumn and Winter. They have been reading 'A Winter Sleep - A hibernation story'
and have been out to Rice Woods to observe their local surroundings.
In Broadwheel Class the children have just finished their Power of Reading book, ‘The Enchanted Horse’
by Magdalen Nabb. This has been a wonderful story about a toy horse that comes to life. They have written
diary entries pretending to be the main character, Irina. In history they have compared our modern lives to those of Tudor children
and investigated local Tudor buildings such as Burghley House.
This half term, Swaddywell Class have continued their study of the Tudors too, with a particular focus of what the Tudors did for Britain. They have
concluded that Elizabeth 1 was a formidable leader of her time. In English, we have read the text, ‘There’s a boy in the girls’ bathroom’. This story has
opened up many discussions in PSHE sessions around stereotypes and mental health.
In Year 6, Torpel Class have been busy with their yearly Christmas Fayre business enterprise project. They worked hard to
make this happen in a Covid-friendly way and we are thrilled to announced that we raised £865, which we have had triple-match
funded by BGL!
Our whole school has concluded the term with our fantastic Christmas production, One Bright Star. We recorded this in
St Botolph’s Church, in our bubble groups, to share with our parents and carers. We are extremely proud of all of our
achievements this term!
Festive wishes - Mrs Nicolson Headteacher

Northborough Primary School

Mr Mallott – Headteacher

Wishing everyone a safe and happy Christmas holiday.
Please do stay safe and keep well.
We look forward to welcoming you all back to school on Tuesday 5th January 2021.

Wishing you all a happy and healthy New Year!

